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The old Sessions House, Spilsby, was built as a House of Correction serving Lindsey, one of the three 

administrative areas of Lincolnshire at the time.  It was constructed during an important period of 

prison reform and the original plans show many of the features being discussed and adopted at the 

time: treadmills, enclosed external “airing” yards, a bathroom and a fumigation room.  The original 

prison building was much more substantial than the courthouse and associated spaces that survive.

Less would be known about the original prison were it not one of the nine buildings published in 

C. Davy’s 1841 ‘Architectural Precedents’.  The architect of the prison, H. E. Kendall, contributed 
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give us a fascinating and detailed insight into the concerns and practices of construction at the time.  

As well as being and example of national interests and approaches to architecture and prison design 

at the time, the building also has notable particular features, discussed again in the architectural 

commentary section of this report.

The old Sessions House and the church are the two major historic buildings in the town of Spilsby.  

It is Listed Grade II, and is part of the Spilsby Conservation Area.  The Planning Use Class is 'sui 

generis'.  Although the prison buildings are lost, much of the courthouse complex survives intact.  
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collection of buildings, but these are of interest in their own right.  The 1984 adaption to use as a 

theatre made minimal alterations to the building and its features and character as police station and 

court remain largely unchanged. 
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construction, for its importance in the history of the area and for its distinctiveness and character.  Its 

more recent history, and its future as an arts venue, are vital to the life of the local community and the 

cultural network of the wider area.  The building has a fascinating local, regional and national story 

to tell, and much can be done in the approach and design of a conservation and refurbishment project 

to bring that to the fore.

Listing Text

SPILSBY CHURCH STREET TF 36 NE (north side) 2/50 Spilsby Theatre (formerly listed 

as 3.2.67 Court House) II Former Sessions House and police station, now theatre. 1824, 

by H. E. Kendall in Greek Doric style, altered later C19. Sandstone ashlar with slate roofs, 

yellow brick to rear. Central courtroom with subsidiary ranges in yellow brick with ashlar 
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To right a single storey 2 bay range, glazing bar sashes having sandstone architraves and 

parapet. To left a similar range but with C19 rectangular bay replacing one sash. The 
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formerly held here twice a week.
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prisoner's tunnel and stair to courtroom

access arrangements to the tunnel are 
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although a stair is shown on the 1820s 
plans, this appears to date from the 1870s

doorway dates from the 1870s

judge's dais is 1870s timber construction

bay window dates from 1870s conversion 
to police station

opening between previously separate 
rooms dates from 1980s

the iron cell doors were retained from the 
original prison and reused for the police 
cells in the 1870s

bricked up in the 1870s
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